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THE 

BOOKING-GLASS: 

OR,     ANEW 

GOLDEN  PRESENT, 

W'  HEN  we  confider  -the  advan- 
tage of  an  ufefu/1  education, 
*hat  it  is  attainable  by-th.e  in  oil  com- 
mon capacities,  and  that  it  is  the  ba- 
fis  of  the  chief  happinefs  ancfenjoy- 
ment  of  this  life,  it  \\  ill  appear  won- 
derful, that  itihould  be  in  the  Iccft 
neglected.  YoUiig  Ladies,  in  ge- 
neral, are  taught  to  read,  to  write,  to 
work  a  little  catgut,  and  to  dar 
•and  perhaps  a  tune  or  two  en  the 
A  fiiv- 
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fpinnet,    or  the  lifping  of  a   little 
Trench,  finimes  the  courfe  cf  their 
{Indies,    and   fends   them   into   the, 
world  tit  objects  to  be  deceived  and 
undone. 

BotthefearenotfuIEcienttoDiaJrfl 
*  young  Lady  truly  amiable  ;  the 
indulgent  parent,  who  would 
to  fee  her  daughter  figure  in  life, 
not  only  ornamentally  but  ufefully, 
will  have  oiher  objects  in  view  ;  and 
while  (lie  is  learning  her  to  re.ul, 
will  tell  her  alio  what  Uje  ought  to 
read  ;  while  flic  is  writing,  will  lay 
before  her  the  moll  approved  exam- 
pies  of  EpHtolary  Correfponder.ctr; 
while  me  is  working  laces  will  en- 
deavour to  convince  her  that  the  lefs 
clrel's  is  itudied;  rhc  more  uanira[ 
and  pleaiing  it  will  he.  She  will  in- 
form 
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form  her,  that  Hie  is  to  ftndy  mnfic 
as  an  amufement  only  ;  and,  that 
ail  that  dancing  can  do  is  to  give  a 
graceful  eaie  to  her  carnage.  Nay, 
thefe  are  but  the  beginnings  of  her 
care  ;  there  are  other  matters  ftill 
more  neceffyry,  and  «>f  an  higher 
nature,  and  ;hefe  are  the  ftyipreifing 
of  her  rnind  with  every  pn  per  idea 
of  Religion  and  Virtue. 

Mils  Kitty  Bland  w.is  ?.pr,    fro- 
\varJ,  and  head-itroii;^ :  and,  h.ui  it 
not  been  for  the  care  of  In 
JBi/fy,  would  probably  have 
alJ   the  difadvantages   of  a  in-       •  i 
education.     She  hid  been  br  a 

boarding  fchool,  and  retun  3 

per  fed  y  ipoilt.     If  (lie  1 

to  read,  ihc  did  it  eitl'ier  in  .  i 

'lurry,  thai  )(u  could  liui .  i 

A  4 
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one  word  in  five,  or  el fe  drawled  out 
every  fentence  in  fo  difdgreeable  a 
manner,  that  it  was  wearifome  tc 
attend  to  her;  fotnetimes  {he  wbulu 
be  as  loud  as  a  colonel  at  the  head 
of  a  regiment,  and  at  other  times  fo 
low,  as  not  to  be  heard  diflin&ly, 
If  ihe  wrote  a  letter  to  an  acquaint- 
ance,  you  would  hardly  find  a  fen- 
tence that  was  grammatical,  much 
lefs  elegant  ;  Ihe  would  frequently 
fpeak  a  little  French  before  people 
who  did  not  underftand  that  lan- 
guage, merely  to  ihew  thefuperiori- 
ty  of  her  Breeding;  her  dancing  was 
ftiffand  auk  ward,  her  niuiic  inele- 
gant, and  every  thing  (he  did  bor- 
dered (trongly  upon  affectation. 

Here  was  a  large  field  of  reforma- 
tion for  her  Brother  Billy.    He  fir II 

of 
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correct  it.  He  therefore  begged  of 
her  by  all  the  love  and  regard  Jhe 
had  tor  him,  to  make  a  i'econd  trial. 
She  burlt  out  a  crying ;  he  expoftu. 
lated  v.ith  her  ;  bat  at  length  fhe 


told  him  plainly  that  (he  would  not, 

"  Nay,  then,   (quoth  he)  my  dear, 

you   <..>ive   up  one  of  the  moil  ufe- 

\aiifivationsin  the  world  $  for, 

if 
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U  was  not  for  the  Art  of  Writing, 
all  our  knowledge  would  be  confi- 
ned to  the  narrow  circle  of  onr  own 
experience  and  obfervation;  biv 
.by  means  of  tins,  we  can  enjoy  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  thofe 
\vho  have  lived  many  ages  before 
us.  By  the  aoMance  of  thjs  .art, 
you  may  converfe  with  your  fnends, 
tho'  many  miles  apart ;  and  you  may 
preferve  on  paper  whatever  you 
read,  hear,  or  fee,  that  is  worth 
remembering;  and  which  it  would 
be  impoflible  for  your  memory  to 
retain.  Nay,  it  is  a  qualification 
as  polite  as  ufeful,  and  none  Ihquld 
pretend  to  the  character  of  ah  ac- 
complilhed  lady,  who  cannot  write 
a  diltiuft  and  legible  hanU."  " 

Mifi 
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«f  all  began  to  correct  fun*  bad  ha- 
)ics  which  ihe  had  c^-Mivcted;  and 
'.aving  an  oppr  EC  ty  on«  day,' 
v'hen  they  werea  xpodu* 

ated  with  her  in  tiie  /  .iio    ;ng  riiau* 


My  little  dear>  quoth  he,  before  I 
sgin  to  tell  you  what  you   ihould 

do, 


*o  ;  Glaf?. 

do,  to  mak*  x*  rhe  \vorUl  love  and 
ad  mi ix-  :  to  men- 

tion a  te\  you  ought 

not  to  do. 

"  Hun  iioi/ody,  fpeaK  ill  of  no- 
body, tell  lies  of  nobody  ;  lying 
indeed  is  a  vice,  which  of  all  others, 
1  would  have  you  cautious  of  avoid- 
ing :  There  is  one  thing  more 
which  you  mould  fcrupuluufly  at- 
tend to,  and  that  is  to  forbear  tale- 
bearing,  becauie,  of  all  others,  it 
will  render  you  the  rnoil  odious  to 
your  companions. '* 

He   then  ddked  her  to  fit  down 

and  write  a  Ituer  to  Mifs  Laiufon; 

thir  ilie  did    with  a   very    ill   will  ; 

when  it  was  finiihed,  he  found  the 

ro  Ihocking,  and  the  fpelling 

'hat   it  v  35  impoflible  to 
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Mifs  Kitty  was  fo  ftruck  with 
v/hat  her  Brother  had  faid,  that  me 
immediately  took  pen  in  hand  to 
write  a  fecond  ;  which  ihe  execu- 
id  as  well  as  any  little  lady  in  the 
kingdom. 

It  happened  that  her  Brother  had 
red  her  to  make  him  a  dozen 
fhirts  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  firft  of 
them  xv as  done,  Mrs.  Gary  the 
houfe-keeper  prefented  it  to  him  : 
but  the  wriitbands  were  focarelefs- 
ly  ftirched,  andthe'rufHes  fo  fliock- 
ingly  hemmed,  that  he  found  great 
fault  with  it.  Mrs.  Cory  indeed 
told  him  that  fhe  was  lure  Mifs 
could  do  better  if  fhe  would;  where- 
fore he  took  her  on  one  fide,  and 
fpoke  to  her  to  the  following  effect. 

M/ 
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"  My  dear  Kitty,  faid  he,  I  am 
aftonifhed  you  Ihoulci  be  fo  carelefs 
in  your  needle-\vork  ;  fmcc  there 
is  no  female  accomplifhment  more 
ufcful  than  this.  How  greatly  does 
it  contribute  to  render  our  perfons 
more  decent,  more  agreeable,  and 
hiore  beautiful  I  I  do  noc  mean 

that 
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that  you  ihould  apply  fo  much  to 
your  needle  as  to  hurt  your  eyes  or 
;onftitutioh  ;  all  I  mean  is,  that 
you  ihoulti  not  defpife  this  qualifi- 
cation as  mean,  and  beneath  the 
character  of  a  gentlewoman,  for  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  there  never 
was  an  accomplifhed  lady  without 
a  competent  fkill  in  this  art.'' 

This  eonveriation  had  the  defi- 
red  effect ;  for  no  milliner  in  Lon- 
don could  have  finifhed  a  fhirt  bet-* 
ter  than  the  remainder  were  dons; 
tor  svhich  reafon,  as  a  mark  of  ap- 
probation, her  Brother  made  her 
a  prefent  of  a  fine  Gold  Thimble* 


Lady 
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Lady  Danvers,  Sir  William 
Saunders,  and  his  Lady,  Squire 
Airy,  and  his  Lady,  with  fcveralo- 
( ther  perfonsof  diilin&ion,  happen- 
ing to  pay  a  vifit  one  day  to  Mr. 
Bland >  Mifs  Kitty  was  mtroduced 


to  them,  and  would  certainly  have 
keen  greatly  admired,  if  her  bro- 
ther 
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ther  had  not  had  the  mortification 
to  find,  that  me  engrolTed  all  the 
converfation  to  herfelf.  He  thought 
it  neceflary  to  give  her  a  le&u'e 
upon  a  Suitable  Behaviour  in  Compa- 
ny ;  which  he  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms. 

"My  dear  Sifter,  faid  he,  I  would 
firfl  have  you  learn  to  think,  be- 
fore you  prefume  to  fpeak.  Sit 
filent,  and  liften  attentively  to  the 
converfation  of  thofe  who  are  older 
and  wifer  than  yourfelf.  When 
you  are  admitted  into  the  company 
of  thofe  who  are  your  fuperiors  irt 
age,  fenfe,  and  experience,  en- 
deavour to  profit  by  their  wife  re- 
flections, and  judicious  remarks. 
If  you  are  perpetually  prattling  and 
tattling  youfelf,  how  can  you  attend 

i* 
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to  tl  Driver-ration  of  others,  by 
whom  you  may  be  .improved  ?  In  & 
word,  were  I  to  allow  you  to  bab- 
ble in  company  at  this  early  period 
of  life,  the  confequence  would 
then  be,  that  you  would  never  be 
able  to  join  in  any  converfation 
•with  fenfe  and  propriety.  She  that 
affects  to  be  a  woman  too  foon,  will 
remain  a  child  as  long  as  me  lives. 
After  all,  I  do  not  mean  that  you 
fhould  be  kept  filent  too  long  ;  this 
would  perhaps  lead  you  into  an  auk- 
ward  diffidence  and  bafhfulnefs, 
"which  indeed  it  may  be  difficult  to 
correct.  I  would  only  wtfh  you  to 
remember  this  old  proverb,  Think 
TWICE  before  y  ou  fpeak  ONCE,  and 
you -will  fpeak  TWICE  the  BETTER 
for  if." 

"My 
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"  My  clear  little  yrl,  don'tflout, 
and  be  offended  at  my  admonition; 
1  only  take  pains  to  make  you  an 
ornament  of  fociety,  and  a  pattern 
to  your  fex :  I  am  determined 
therefore  to  watch  all  your  inifcar- 
riages,  and  point  out  your  defects; 
but  that  I  may  have  as  little  trou- 
ble as  poflible  on  this  head,  I  will 
now  prefent  you  with  Mr,  Lwe- 
Child'sG-jlden  Plaything,  which  your 
good  friend  Mr.  Os BORNE  has 
prepar'd  for  you  " 

As  Mifs  Kitty  advanced  in  age, 
Ihe  fhewed  a  ftrange  inclination  to 
drefs.  Therefore,  left  fhelhould  fall 
into  its  follies,  her  attentive  Brother 
delivered  the  following  obfcrvation? 
upon  it. 
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"  I  hope,  my  dear,  I  mall  never 
live  to  fee  you  drefs  JQ  a.a  indecent 
gaudy  manner,  but  always  with 
modefty  as  well  as  elegance  ;  the 
original  intention  ofdreis^  was  to 
defend  xhe  body  from  cold  ;  and 
therefore  how  unnatural  is  it  in 
you  to  leave  your  neck  and  bread 
bare,  which  are  the  tendered  and 
in  oft  delicate  parts  of  the  human 
body."  Tliis  culkuu  is  very  per- 
nicious ;  and  I  really  believe,  that 
nineteen  in  twenty  of  the  dileafes 
incident  to  the  fair  fex,  are  owing 
to  this  foohfh  manner  of  dreffmg. 
In  ihort,  my  dear  fifter,  drefs  ha* 
been  frequently,  and,  I  believe, 
juflly  confidered  as  an  indication  of 
the  inward  difpofitions  of  the  mind. 
A  modeft  and  deceit  drefs  befpeaks 

the 


The 

Converfation.  Nay,  it  will  even 
corrupt  and  debafe  the  heart ;  for 
it  is  inconfiftent  with  a  ftate  of 
eafe  and  indolence  to  have  the 
ftrong,  but  fine  affections  of  love, 
pity,  companion,  forrow,  fympa- 
thy,  and  the  like,  frequently  awa- 
kened, and  excited  in  the  bread: 
and  yet,  if  thefe  tender  paflions 
are  not  frequently  excited,  either 
by  real  or  imaginary  objects,  the 
heart  will  gradually  become  hard 
and  unfeeling,  and  at  laft  perfectly 
callous  and  infenfible. 

«  This  difeafe  of  idlenefs  has 
different  eftecb  upon  different  tem- 
pers. What  tempts  Mrs  Stanley 
to  fpend  the  greateft  part  of  her 
time  in  fcaudal  and  defamation ; 
why,  'tis  idlenefs  working  upon  a 
dilpolition 
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difpofition  naturally  four  and  fple- 
hetick. 

"  What  makes  Mr.  Temple  tri- 
fle away  his  whole  life  in  an  infipid 
round  of  public  and  private  diver- 
fions?  becaufe  he  has  got  nothing 
elfe  to  do  ;  'tis,  idlenei's  working 
Upon  the  natural  levity  and  giddi- 
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the  wearer  to  be  a  perfon  of  fenfe 
p..!  fobrietyc  A  gaudy  and  affec- 
ted one  betrays  a  weak  head, 
or  a  licentious  heart.  Withdraw, 
pray,  for  half  an  hour  to  your  toi- 


let, and  let  me  fee  how  prettily 
you  can  drefs  yourfe!f,  without 
the  afiiftance  of  fo  mlich  frippery 
and  nonfenfe." 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Bland,  notwithftaniling  all 
the  ad  monitions  he  had  beftowecj 
upon  his  Sifter,  (till  obferve.il  that 
fhe  was  of  a  very  indolent  difpoii- 
tion ;  he  therefore  thought  it  necef- 
lary  to  place  before  her  view  the 
confequences  of  idlenefs. 

"  Idlenefs,  my  dear,  quoth  he, 
is  a  moft  pernicious  and  fatal  vice, 
whether  we  coniider  its  influence 
on  the  mind  or  the  bndy.  It 
\veake'ns  the  ftrength,  and  impairs 
the  beauty  of  the  latter  ;  for  an 
indolent  p.erlon  will  hardly  be  at 
the  pains  to  take  fo  much  exercife 
as  is  necefiary  to  keep  the  body  in 
health  and  vigor.  It  itupifies  and 
benumbs  the  understanding  .  for 
|he  \vill  not  take  tlie  trouble  to 
improve  it,  either  by  reading  of 
converfatiou, 
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nefs  of  his  mind.  In  a  word, 
idlenefs  is  the  parent,  or  at  leaft 
the  nnrfe,  of  moft  of  the  follies 
and  vices  incident^  to  human  na- 
ture, and  from  which  we  might 
eafily  be  preferved,  would  we  only 
take  care  to  keep  ourfelves  always 
engaged,  either  in  fomc  ufeful  em. 
plcyment 
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employment  or  innocent  annife. 
ment.  I  fhall,  therefore,  endea- 
vour to  point  out  Inch  employ, 
ments  and  amufements  as  appear 
to  be  moil  proper  for  one  of  your 
3ge  and  quality. 

<f  But  firft,  my  dear,  I  mnft  ob- 
ferve  that  you  are  greatly  miiiaken, 
in  thinking  that  your  education  is 
entirely  finished.  It  is  irne  you 
are  no  more  under  the  direction  of 
teachers:  but  what  then?  are  von 
therefore  to  lay  aiide  all  further 
care  and  concern  about  the  ievtral 
parts  of  your  education?  If  you 
<io,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  you 
will  very  foon  forget  them  ;  and 
then  all  the  instruction  you  have 
got,  \viil  go  for  nothing.  As 
therefore  you  would  v,i!h  to  rtt.ii;. 

the 
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he  (Afferent  arts  and  accomplifh 
nenrsj*  you  in uft  take  care  to  be 
requently  practifmg  them  ;  for  by 
his  means  on'y  can  they  be  re- 
nembered. 

"  But,  irsy  dear,  you  ought  not 
3nly  to  remember  what  you  have 
earned,  you  ought  to  do  more  : 
;ou  ought  to  be  making  daily  pro- 
ircfs  and  improvement  in  all  the 
different  parts  of  your  education: 
For,  if  you  are  nor  gaining  ground, 
you  may  be  lure  you  are  Jcting  it: 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  ftanding 
fail.  Learning  is  like  climbing 
i{>  a  fteep  afcent  ;  if  you  are  noc 
noving  upward?,  yo\i  wiil  be  in 
ianger  of  Hiding  down  to  the  bot- 
tom. Befides,  teachers  feldom  do 
any  more,  indeed  they  hardly  can 

do 
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can  do  any  more,  than  to  poilft  out 
the  road,  and  ihew  us  the  way  :  it 
is  our  bufmefs  co  profit  and  im- 
prove by  their  advice  and  direc- 
tions ;  if  we  do  not,  all  the  teach- 
ing in  the  world  will  never  make 
us  good  for  any  thing.  A  p.rfon 
poflefll  d  of  no  tafte  or  genius,  wilt 
never  learn  any  polite  art  or  accom- 
plifhment,  had  me  an  angel  for  an 
inftrudtor ;  and  Ihe  that  is  carelefs 
and  negligent  will  as  certainly  for- 
get y.'hat  Ihe  has  learnedv 

"Let  me  therefore  pei  fuade  you, 
my  dear  Kitty,  to  employ  two  or 
three  hours  every  day,  in  reviling 
all  the  different  parts  of  your  edu 
cation.  By  this  means  you  will 
iinprefs  them  on  your  memory, 
and  acquire  fuch  aji  eaTs  and  fa- 
cility 


£*itity  in  performing,  as  ca'n  onlV 
be  obtained  by  careful  and  con- 
ffant  pra&ice.  But,  tho'  I  would 
have  you  carefully  to  review  all 
the  arts  and  accomplilhmcnts  yoir 
have  learned,  yet  I  think  you 
ought,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make 
a  di&nsftion.  There  are  fome  of 
them. 
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them,  fuch  as  mufic,  dancing, 
drawing,  and  the  like,  which  are 
merely,  or  at  leait  chiefly,  orni- 
mental.  There  are  others,  which, 
befide*  being  ornamental,  are  like, 
wife  ufefui,  iticn  as  wr-'ting,  arith- 
metic, geography,and  needle-work. 
For,  whatever  you  may  think  at 
prefent,  you  will  be  convinced, 
when  you  come  to  understand  the 
tr'ie  value  of  things,  that  what  is 
uieful  is  »f  infinitely  greater  confe- 
quencc  and  importance  than  what 
is  only  ornamental/' 
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